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electronic access to many parts of s tate government, we
established a process of s etting those fees through the State
Records Board. Th is is a statut ory boa rd cha ired b y the
Secretary o f State which rev iews w hat we do charge for the
public to acc ess records in our various dep artments, a n d
periodically that board, based on cost standards, the statutes
require that they look at access to records by the public and
not charge them m or e tha n our cost of making those records
a vailable. They review the fees and ma ke recommendations o n
whether they sh ould be lowe red, raised, or changed, and then
i t ' s . . .after their recommendation, that comes to the Legislature
for r a t i f i cat i on o r appr o v a l , and i f we don ' t appr o ve i t t ho se
fees can't g o into effect. And we must approve them within 18
months of when the Records Board m akes their re c ommendations.
One of the reasons I chose to offer it at this point is that if
we do not offer these fee changes and approve them this session,
the time will run out from the time that the Records Board made
the r e co mmendat i o n s . Th e s e su gg e s t i o ns a c t u a l l y lo we r t 1 f e e s
in some cases. It sets a fee of 45 cents per page fcr corporate
and UCC f i l i ng s , a n d t h a t i s a l o we r i n g o f t h e ex i s t i n g c h a r g e
that the Secr etary of State makes. T hey' ve determined that we
actua l l y ca n of f e r t h a t c on v en i e nc e a t a l owe r f e e . I t
eliminates a 75 -cent f ee that th e y now charge on line for
corporation searches, like if you are searching for a corporate
name, a cor porate r e gistered agent. It e l iminates that fee
altogether, which again is a lowering of the fee, which real ly
i s a n u nu s u a l t h i ng f o r u s t o do , es p e c i a l l y i n a y ea r l i k e
this. Secon dly it.. .or th i rdly, it sets the fees fo r
downloading entire da tabases of corporate and UCC records. It
sets up a $300 weekly subscription for that, a $ 1 , 000 tw i ce a
month subscription fee, or an $800 monthly subscription. Those
are batch services an d th e y a re used p ri marily b y lar ge ,
out-of-state concerns, l ike D un and Bradstreet would request
those kinds of records, and that is th e rec ommendation. The
Secretary of State has recommended this, as well as the State
Records Board. The Government, Military and Vete rans A ff airs
Committee held a hearing We dnesday, I think, March 5. T here
were no opponents to th e sug gested c h anges . The bill was
advanced wi t ho u t op p o s i t i o n a nd t ha t ' s t h e r ea s or I wo u l d l i k e
to r e t u r n t h e b i l l , i s t o of f e r t h a t amen d m ent. An d i f t he r e
are questions, I ' ll try to an swer them . Thank yo u ,
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